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5. Non-Statutory Consultation Newsletter 

  



National Grid Electricity Transmission is consulting on proposals 
for Sea Link, a new underground and subsea electricity link 
between the proposed Friston substation in Suffolk and 
Richborough in Kent. 

Why Suffolk and why Kent?
A growing amount of low carbon and renewable 
energy generation is scheduled to connect to the 
network up and down the east coast including 
Suffolk. Reinforcing the network here is vital if we are 
to make efficient use of these new sources of power.
The network in the south of England is experiencing  
a similar increase in generation. Its proximity to the  
continent makes Kent an ideal location for 
interconnectors (undersea electricity links to different 
countries) and several already operate here.  

The network needs reinforcing so that in the  
future there will be sufficient transmission capacity  
in the region.
Sea Link creates a shortcut between the electricity 
network in Kent and Suffolk and offers a mutual 
benefit to both. It will help carry excess wind 
generation to the interconnectors in Kent and it  
will carry interconnector imports from Kent onto  
the East Anglian network and beyond to meet  
energy demands. 

What is Sea Link?
The Sea Link proposal includes:

•	 two high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter 
stations (which converts AC to DC, and vice 
versa), one in Kent and one in Suffolk

•	 underground and subsea electricity cables 
between these two stations

•	 an underground cable connection to the 
proposed Friston substation in Suffolk 

•	 an underground cable or overhead line 
connection to the existing Richborough  
to Canterbury overhead line in Kent.

The need for reinforcement

The Government’s ten point plan for a green 
industrial revolution, together with the net zero 
strategy and the British energy security strategy, 
is driving unprecedented investment into new 
renewable and low carbon electricity generation.  
This includes the target of up to 50 gigawatts  
(GW) of offshore wind generation by 2030. 

At the same time, electricity demand is set to 
increase as other sectors of the economy move  
away from fossil fuels and increasingly rely on 
renewable and low carbon electricity. 

This will put significant pressure on the national 
electricity transmission system, the network of 
pylons, substations and cables that takes energy 
from where it’s generated to where it’s used. The 
network needs to be reinforced so that electricity 
continues to flow securely and reliably around  
the UK.

National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) is 
planning several major reinforcement projects 
needed to meet this challenge; Sea Link is one  
of those reinforcements.

Sea Link
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Exploring opportunities for coordination   
In response to stakeholder feedback, NGET and National 
Grid Ventures (NGV) are exploring: 
•	 in Suffolk, opportunities to coordinate NGV’s 

projects, EuroLink and Nautilus, and NGET’s  
project, Sea Link, including separately consulting  
on shared: converter station sites; cable route 
corridors; and landfalls 

•	 opportunities with other developers to minimise  
the impact of construction on the environment  
and local communities 

•	 offshore coordination with other developers as  
part of the Offshore Transmission Network Review 

In exploring these opportunities to coordinate, NGV’s 
Eurolink and NGET’s Sea Link are consulting at the  
same time. We hope that by sharing our proposals, 
people feel better informed about how different parts  
of the infrastructure could fit together and can share 
their views on each of the projects accordingly.
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What are the proposals in Suffolk?
In Suffolk we are proposing:

•	 a 2 GW HVDC converter station
•	 a high voltage alternating current (HVAC) 

underground cable connection between the 
converter station and the proposed Friston 
substation 

•	 an extension to the proposed Friston substation, 
typically up to 50 m

•	 a HVDC underground cable connection between  
the converter station and a landfall point on the  
coast, where it transfers to a marine cable.

We are asking for feedback on proposals for where  
the underground cables and the converter station 
should go. We have identified five potential cable 
routes to two potential converter station sites. These 
are illustrated on maps along with more details on the 
project in our consultation materials. 
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Reproduced from Ordanance survey digital map data © Crown copyright 2022, All rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

What are the proposals in Kent? 
In Kent we are proposing:

•	 a 2 GW HVDC converter station 
•	 a connection onto the existing Richborough  

to Canterbury overhead line, which will need  
to be rewired 

•	 a HVAC underground cable connection, overhead 
line or a combination of both to connect the 

converter station to the Richborough to Canterbury 
overhead line 

•	 a HVDC underground cable connection between the 
converter station and a landfall point on the coast at 
Pegwell Bay, where it transfers to a marine cable. 

We have identified an emerging preference for the location of the underground cables and the converter station,  
we are asking for feedback on these proposals.

National Grid overhead line - 400 kV
Kent converter station site
Preferred HVDC graduated swathe

Preferred HVAC graduated swathe
Existing Richborough 400 kV substation

Key

What are the proposals offshore? 
We are proposing a marine corridor route that is approximately 130 km  
in length. We have identified emerging preferences for landfall in Kent  
and Suffolk, as well as an alternative landfall option in Suffolk. 
The routes we are proposing have been designed to minimise interactions 
with designated environmental sites and other offshore infrastructure, such 
as wind farms and other cables. The exact alignments of the cables will be 
further informed by additional marine surveys.

Our public 
consultation:  
24 October –  
18 December 2022
We want to ensure that 
people interested in the 
proposals have an opportunity 
to understand it and give us 
their views. All feedback will be 
carefully considered. We will 
hold a second round of public  
consultation in 2023 before we 
finalise the plans.

We have arranged a 
programme of face-to-face 
events and webinars, details  
of which are in this newsletter.  
You can also visit our website  
or call a member of the team  
for more details.

Sea Link is a nationally 
significant infrastructure 
project (NSIP). This means 
that we are required to submit 
a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) to the Planning 
Inspectorate, which we aim  
to do in 2024. They in turn  
will make a recommendation  
to the Secretary of State for  
a final decision.

Reproduced from Ordanance survey digital map data © Crown copyright 2022, All rights reserved. 
License number 0100031673.

Kent emerging preference
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Date Time Location

Suffolk

Thursday 10 November 1pm – 8pm Old Generator Station, King’s Field, Aldeburgh,  
IP15 5HY

Friday 11 November 1pm – 8pm Friston Village Hall , Church Road, Friston, 
Saxmundham, IP17 1PU

Saturday 12 November 10am – 5pm Fromus Centre, The Saxmundham Hub, Street Farm 
Road, Saxmundham, IP17 1AL

Kent

Thursday 17 November  9am – 4pm Guildhall, Cattle Market, Sandwich, CT13 9AH

Friday 18 November 1pm – 8pm Newington Community Centre, Princess Margaret 
Avenue, Ramsgate, CT12 6HX

Saturday 19 November 10am – 5pm Cliffsend Village Hall, 55 Foads Lane, Cliffsend, 
Ramsgate, CT12 5JH

Tuesday 22 November 6pm – 7pm Our proposals in Suffolk

Tuesday 23 November 6pm – 7pm Our proposals in Kent

Thursday 24 November 6pm – 7pm Marine route proposals

Tuesday 29 November 6pm – 7pm Our proposals in Suffolk

Wednesday 30 November 6pm – 7pm Our proposals in Kent

Thursday 1 December 6pm – 7pm Marine route proposals

Webinars

Have your say
Our consultation runs from 24 October 2022  
to 18 December 2022. 
Consultation documents will be available online. 
Additionally, we will place paper copies of our 
consultation documents at publicly accessible locations 
along the route of our proposals, known as deposit 
points. Details of these locations can be found online,  
or by calling the team.
To find out more information on Sea Link and provide 
your feedback on the project, you can contact us using 
any of the following methods:

Complete a feedback form
Paper copies of our feedback forms can be collected 
from any of the deposit points. You can also download 
and print a copy of the feedback form from our 
website. Alternatively, please get in touch and  
we will post one to you. 

	

Send us a letter 
Please send a letter / or completed feedback form  
to FREEPOST SEA LINK (no stamp or further address 
details are required). 

Email us
If you prefer to send us your comments via email, you 
can send them to contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com

Call us 
Freephone 0808 134 9569 (lines are open  
Monday to Friday 9am – 5.30pm

Visit our website 
nationalgrid.com/sealink 

Public consultation events
Our programme of in-person events and online webinars will provide you with the opportunity  
to find out more about the proposals and offer your feedback. Please find the full list of  
events and webinars below.
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6. Non-Statutory Consultation Feedback 
Forms (Suffolk and Kent) 

  



Sea Link
Consultation feedback form

Kent

We are seeking your views on our work to date.

The feedback we receive at this consultation will help 
with the development of detailed proposals. We will 
then present our updated proposals at a future round 
of public consultation. This will include a summary of 
how your feedback has helped to influence the design 
of the project.

We have published a set of consultation documents, 
that will provide you with information to help inform 
your feedback response, including:
•	 project background document
•	 corridor and preliminary routeing  

and siting study.

The deadline for submitting your response to our 
consultation is on Sunday 18 December 2022. 

How to provide your feedback:
•	 complete and return a feedback form  

at a consultation event
•	 complete a feedback form online  

at nationalgrid.com/sealink
•	 email us your completed feedback form  

at contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com 
•	 return this feedback form, free of charge in  

the freepost envelope provided or by writing  
to Freepost SEA LINK.

Contact us
nationalgrid.com/sealink 

contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com

0808 134 9569 - call us to request paper copies of the materials
You may also leave feedback via our website nationalgrid.com/sealink

October 2022
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Data privacy statement 
 
National Grid is committed to protecting your personal information. Whenever you provide such  
information, we are legally obliged to use it in line with all applicable laws concerning the protection  
of personal data, including the UK General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

How will National Grid use the 
information we collect about you?

We will use your personal data collected via this 
consultation for a number of purposes, these are:
•	 to analyse your feedback to the consultation
•	 to produce a Consultation Report, based on  

our analysis of feedback (individuals will not  
be identified in the report)

•	 to keep up-to-date records of our communications 
with individuals and organisations

•	 with your consent we will write to you with updates 
about the Sea Link project. Please note you can 
withdraw your consent by contacting us at any time.  

•	 we need to keep records of our communications 
with individuals and organisations during 
development of the project. These are kept no longer 
than necessary and in line with our retention periods.

Any personal information you include in this form will 
be processed by (or made available to) the following 
recipients to record, analyse and report on the 
feedback we receive:
•	 the Planning Inspectorate (which will consider  

our application for consent to build Sea Link  
– any details published as part of this process  
will be anonymised)

•	 our appointed external consultants working  
on Sea Link.

What rights do I have over  
my personal data?

Under the terms of the UK GDPR you have 
certain rights over how your personal data is 
retained and used by National Grid. For more 
information, see our full data privacy statement  
at nationalgrid.com/privacy-policy.

You are welcome to answer all or only some of the 
questions in this feedback form, depending on the issues 
that are most important to you. We’d like to know if there 
are any other issues you think are important that we 
should consider and, importantly, why.

All feedback received before the deadline will  
be considered as we develop our proposals further.  
As part of our future application for development 

consent, we will produce a consultation report that 
sets out the feedback received and how we have 
taken it into account.

So that we can make the most of your thoughts and 
feedback, please give as much detail as possible in 
your response. If you need additional space please 
use extra paper, clearly marking which question you 
are responding to.

How to provide your feedback
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1.	 As we develop, refine and narrow down our proposals for a converter station site,  
do you have any views or local knowledge you would like us to take into account? 

 
	 (please be as specific as possible in your response)

	 Add your comments here:

2.	 As we develop, refine and narrow down our proposals do you have any views or local 
knowledge that you would like us to take into account about the cable corridors?  

 
	 (please be as specific as possible in your response)

	 Add your comments here:

3.	 As we develop, refine and narrow down our proposals do you have any views or local 
knowledge that you would like us to take into account about the landfall at Pegwell Bay?   

 
	 (please be as specific as possible in your response)

	 Add your comments here:

4.	 The electrical connection between the converter station site and the existing  
Richborough to Canterbury overhead line will either be an overhead line  
connection or an underground cable connection. 

 
	 (please tick your preference and explain why)

	    Overhead line		     Underground cable 		     Unsure
	  
	 Add your comments here:

Sea Link proposals in Kent 

Sea Link marine proposal
Our proposed marine cable route is made up of three separate marine corridors:
•  �Suffolk marine corridor – which includes both an emerging preference and  

alternative marine corridor
•  �central marine corridor 
•  �Kent marine corridor.
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5.	 As we develop, refine and narrow down our marine proposals do you have any views  
or local information that you would like us to take into account? 

	 (please be as specific as possible in your response) 

	 Suffolk marine corridor

	 1.  Emerging preference 	 2.  Alternative   

	 Please tick your preference and explain why

	    1		     2		     Unsure

	 Add your comments here:

6.	 Additional comments

	 Do you have any other comments about our proposals that you have not already mentioned?

	 Add your comments here:

 	 Central marine corridor 

	 Add your comments here:

 	 Kent marine corridor 

	 Add your comments here:
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Please let us know your views on the quality of our consultation materials, the accessibility of our consultation, 
how we have notified people about our proposals, and anything else related to this consultation. 

9.	 Please let us know how you heard about this consultation by ticking one or more of the 
following boxes: 

	 	 Informed by a local representative

	 	 Received a letter from National Grid

	 	 Received a leaflet from National Grid

	 	 Received an email from National Grid

	 	 Received information from a local authority 

	 	 Saw an advert in the local and/or national media 

10.	 Please rate the information included as part of this consultation in terms of how clearly it was 
presented and how easy it was to understand: 

	   Very good      Good      Average     Poor     Very Poor      Unsure

11.	 Please rate how well this consultation was promoted and advertised to the public: 

	   Very good      Good      Average     Poor     Very Poor      Unsure

12.	 Which consultation documents have you viewed during the consultation process? 
  
Please tick all that apply. 

	 	 Project background document

	 	 Corridor and preliminary routeing and siting study

	 	 Other (please state)

	 	 Saw social media coverage

	 	 Saw coverage in local and/or national media

	 	 Word of mouth 

	 	 Other (please state)

How are we doing?

Please let us know your views on the quality of our consultation materials, the accessibility  
of our consultation, how we have notified people about our proposals, and anything else  
related to this consultation. 

How are we doing?

October 2022  |  National GridSea Link feedback form 

9

Your details
We would be grateful if you could please provide 
your details so that the location and age range of 
respondents can be captured as part of  
our consultation.

 �Please tick here if you would like us to use 
your contact details to keep you updated 
about our proposals

Age group (please tick):

 Under the age of 13*

 13-17	  18-24   	  25-34   

 35-44	  45-54	  55-64

 65-74	  75-84	  85+

* �under UK GDPR parental consent must be sought  
for anyone under the age of 13

Your contact details
We will only use these details to contact you and 
update you on the proposals. You don’t have to fill  
in this section if you’d rather we didn’t contact you.

Title: 

First Name:  

Surname: 

Address: 

 

Town/City: 

Postcode: 

Email: 

7.	 In what capacity are you responding to the consultation?

	 	 Local resident

	 	 Business

	 	 Community representative

	 	 Local organisation 
(Name of organisation:			             ) 

	 	 Local supplier/contractor

	 	 Affected landowner or occupier

	 	 Prescribed consultee

	 	 Other (please state)

About you 

8.	 Why do you have a particular interest in this/these section(s) of the proposed route? 

	 Please tick all that apply.

	 	 I live in the local area

	 	 I have friends and family who live in the 
local area

	 	 I use this area recreationally

	 	 I work in the local area

	 	 I regularly travel in the local area

	 	 Other (please state) 

PIL reference (if applicable):
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13.      What is your gender? 

	   Male      Female      Non-binary      Prefer not to say

14.      Do you consider yourself a person with a disability?  

	   Yes      No      Prefer not to say  

15.      How would you describe your ethnic background?

	 	 White English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern 
Irish or British

	 	 Irish

	 	 Gypsy or Irish Traveller 

	 	 Any other White background 

	 	 Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups

	 	 White and Black Caribbean

	 	 White and Black African

	 	 White and Asian

	 	 Any other Mixed or Multiple ethnic 
background (please state) 

	 	 Asian or Asian British

	 	 Indian or Pakistani

	 	 Bangladeshi

	 	 Chinese

	 	 Any other Asian background

	 	 Black, African, Caribbean or Black British

	 	 African	
	
	 	 Caribbean

	 	 Any other Black, African or Caribbean 
background (please state)  

	 	 Arab

	 	 Any other ethnic group  
(please state)

 

	 	 Prefer not to say
	

Inclusion and diversity 

National Grid would be grateful if you could answer the following inclusion and diversity questions.  
We will use the information we receive to help understand whether our consultation has been useful  
to people of different backgrounds and requirements. 
We may publish a summary of the results, but no information about an individual would be revealed.  
The answers you provide to these questions are defined as ‘special category data’. If you agree to provide 
Inclusion and Diversity Information, you can withdraw your permission at any time. To withdraw your details, 
please contact us via email at contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com or Freephone 0808 134 9569.

Please see page 2 for details of how we protect your personal data.
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Contact us
If you have any difficulties completing 
this feedback form or accessing the 
consultation documents, or require  
the documents in an alternative 
format, please contact the project 
team via the contact details.

nationalgrid.com/sealink
contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com
0808 134 9569
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7. Non-Statutory Consultation Webpage 
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8. Non-Statutory Consultation Social Media 
Campaign 
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9. Non-Statutory Consultation Advertising 
Report 

  



National Grid
Half Page Print Campaign

November 2022



Anglian Daily Times inc Ipswich Star

• Ad published: 3rd November, page 18
• Circulation: 11,346 



Eastern Daily Press

• Ad published: 3rd November, page 12
• Circulation: 22,734



Fishing News
• Ad published: 9th November, page 7 
• Circulation: 4,600



Kentish Gazette
• Ad published: 10th November, page 18
• Circulation: 29,495



Kent & Sussex Courier
• Ad published: 11th November, page 14
• Circulation: 8,294
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Suffolk ecological designated sites - emerging preferences

Our proposals in 
Suffolk - emerging 
preferences 

Suffolk historic environment designated sites and flood risk - emerging preferences

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Suffolk landscape designated sites and features - emerging preferences

Suffolk socioeconomic sites - emerging preferences

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.



Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Suffolk socioeconomic sites - alternative options

Suffolk landscape designated sites and features – alternative options 

Suffolk historic environment designated sites and flood risk – alternative options

Suffolk ecological designated sites – alternative options

Our proposals in 
Suffolk - alternative 
options



Our proposals  
in Kent

Kent socioeconomic designated sites

Kent ecological designated sites

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Kent landscape sites and features

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.

Kent historic environment designated sites and flood risk

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights reserved. License number 0100031673.



Our marine  
proposals

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights 
reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights 
reserved. License number 0100031673.

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital data © Crown copyright 2022, all rights 
reserved. License number 0100031673.

Marine ecological designated sites

Marine shipping, navigation and protected wrecks

Marine infrastructure
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